
40  ✢  Assyrian Empire

Assyrian Empire: 912–612 bc

Assyrian Expansion:  
912–745 bc

Assyrian Expansion: 
745–681 bc

Assyrian Expansion: 
681–612 bc

Key Rulers: 
Ashurnasirpal II 883–859 bc

Shalmaneser III 859–824 bc

Key Rulers: 
Tiglath-Pileser III 745–727 bc 
Shalmaneser V 727–722 bc 
Sargon II 722–705 bc 
Sennacherib 705–681 bc

Key Rulers: 
Esarhaddon 681–669 bc 
Ashurbanipal 669–627 bc

Assyria begins to expand 
its territory. 912 bc

Israel falls to Assyria. 722 bc

Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, 
falls to Babylonia and Media. 612 bc

Southern Kingdom of Judah falls 
to Babylon; temple destroyed 
and survivors deported. 586 bc

800 bc 700 bc 600 bc900 bc

Northern Kingdom of Israel is forced 
to pay tribute to Assyria. 841 bc

TIME LINE: ASSYRIA TO PERSIA
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Assyrian Empire  ✢  41

Assyrian Empire: 912–612 bc

Assyrian Expansion:  
912–745 bc

Assyrian Expansion: 
745–681 bc

Assyrian Expansion: 
681–612 bc

Temple in Jerusalem 
is rebuilt. 516 bc

Ezra goes to Jerusalem 
from Babylon. 457 bc

Nehemiah goes 
to Jerusalem from 
Susa. 444 bc

Babylonian Empire falls to 
Persia and Media. 539 bc

King Cyrus of Persia allows Jewish 
exiles to return to Jerusalem. 538 bc

Zerubbabel leads exiles to Jerusalem. 538 bc

500 bc
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42  ✢  Babylonian Empire

Babylonian Empire: 612–539 bc

ELAM

ELAM

BABYLONIA

BABYLONIA

ARARAT

ARARAT

ARAM

ARAM

ARMENIA

ARMENIA

MEDIA

MEDIA

LYDIA

LYDIA

PERSIA

PERSIA

ARABIAN 
DESERT

ARABIAN 
DESERT

Tigris R
iver

Tigris R
iver

Lake 
Urmia

Lake 
Urmia

Lake Van

Lake Van

Caspian
Sea

Caspian
Sea

Persian Gulf

Persian Gulf

Ur

Ur

Nippur

Nippur

Babylon

Babylon

Susa

Susa

Persepolis

Persepolis

Ecbatana

Ecbatana

Mari

Mari

Tarsus

Tarsus

Iconium

Iconium

Ancyra

Ancyra

Mt. Ararat

Mt. Ararat

CYPRUS

CYPRUS

ASSYRIA

ASSYRIA

Mediterranean 
Sea

Mediterranean 
Sea

Jerusalem

Jerusalem

Samaria

Samaria

Paphos

Paphos

Damascus

Damascus

Nimrud

Nimrud

Harran

Harran

Nineveh

Nineveh

Hamath

Hamath

EGYPT

EGYPT

Memphis

Memphis

On

On

Elath

Elath

AKKAD

AKKAD

SUMER

SUMER

E
uphrates River

E
uphrates River

SINAI

SINAI

Sidon

Sidon

Byblos

Byblos

Route of the Exile

0

0 100 200 300

100 200
miles
km

0

0 100 200 300

100 200
miles
km

Aleppo

Aleppo

Carchemish

Carchemish

Lachish

Lachish

Babylonian Empire Persian Empire Median Empire

TURKEY

ARMENIA

ISRAEL

SYRIA

IRAQ

IRAN

Suez

(Hamadan)

Kirkuk

Tabriz

Basra

Antalya Adana
(Konya)

Nicosia

LEBANON

Tel Aviv

(Eilat)

Cairo

Baghdad

Isfahan

Shiraz

Mosul

Tikrit

Tehran

AZERBAIJAN Baku
TURKMENI- 

STAN

Kuwait City

Dhahran

SAUDI ARABIA

Giza

Aqaba

KUWAIT

JORDAN
Suez 
Canal

Beirut    

(Ankara)

Tripoli
(Hama)

CYPRUS

EGYPT

Amman

© 2021 Rose Publishing, LLC. This free e-Chart is taken from the book Deluxe Then and Now Bible Maps - New and Expanded Edition  ISBN 9781628628623. 
Full-color Bible maps are alongside locations of modern-day cities and countries. Connect the Middle East of the news with the Holy 
Land in Scripture. Includes maps for favorite Bible stories, like Abraham’s journey to the promised land, the exodus out of Egypt, the 
story of Ruth, David’s rise from shepherd to king, and Paul’s missionary journeys.

3



Persian Empire  ✢  43

Persian Empire: 539–330 bc
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44  ✢  Greek Empire

Greek Empire: 330–63 bc

Most Bible scholars date the birth of Jesus between 6 and 4 bc. The time lines presented in this book use the 4 bc date.

Persia falls to Alexander 
the Great. 330 bc

Jesus is born 
in Judea. 4 bc

Alexander dies and his 
empire is divided. 323 bc

Ptolemaic Empire  
in Judea. 323–198 bc

Seleucid Empire  
in Judea. 198–63 bc

Maccabean Revolt 
begins in Judea. 167 bc

Pompey conquers 
Jerusalem for Rome. 63 bc

300 bc 200 bc 100 bc

TIME LINE: GREECE TO ROME
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Roman Empire  ✢  45

Roman Empire: 63–4 bc 

Though the Roman Empire continued into the fifth century ad, this map shows the extent of the empire at the time Jesus was born, c. 4 bc.
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